
“Outrageous Patience”
Jonah 4

With outrageous patience, God questions sinful motives in your heart (1-4)
Jonah was outraged. The people of Nineveh repented, and he knew that God would have mercy on 

them. Although he had witnessed the greatest revival event in history, Jonah would rather die than see 
Nineveh saved. His heart was selfish, and his motives were sinful. His prayer was less of a prayer and more of 
a protest. He knew that God was outrageously patient, and Jonah knew that God would forgive those who 
turned to Him in faith. Therefore, rather than see his enemy be spared, Jonah wanted to die. God, however, 
was patient with Jonah too. All that God did was ask Jonah a question, but the question went right to the heart 
of Jonah’s problem, which was the motive of Jonah’s heart. God’s question penetrated the truth that Jonah was 
being selfish and that his motives were sinful. Rather than judge Jonah quickly for his outrageous response to 
God’s grace to the people of Nineveh, God was outrageously patient with Jonah and began to simply question 
whether or not Jonah’s actions were right. God still questions us today to expose sin in our hearts because He 
is still outrageously patient with us in His great love for us.
1. Read Jonah 4:1. Have you ever been upset about something that God did for someone else? Maybe it 

was His forgiveness that you thought was undeserved? Why did you feel this way?
2. Read Jonah 4:2. Take time as a group to define and discuss each word that Jonah uses to describe God in 

this verse. Use any word study tools that you have or a Study Bible help you define and understand these 
descriptions of God’s character.

3. From the discussion in question 2, what characteristic means the most to you in your life right now? Why? 
How have you experienced these characteristics of God in your relationship with Him?

4. God’s question pointed to the sinfulness of Jonah’s attitude. Has God questioned you this way to convict 
you of sinful motives in your life? How can you use the question approach in your work for God in dealing 
with sin the lives of others? Is there someone specific that you need to ask a question to this week?

With outrageous patience, God confronts sinful motives in your heart (5-9)
While God planted the seed of conviction in Jonah’s heart with His question, Jonah didn’t answer God’s 

question. Jonah didn’t respond. Instead, Jonah pouted. He found a place to sit down and watch Nineveh. 
Apparently, Jonah hoped that Nineveh would slip-up and that God would still overthrow the city. As Jonah sat, 
bitterly watching the city of Nineveh, God began to take steps to confront Jonah’s sinful heart. God grew a 
plant to give Jonah shade during the heat of the day, which He knew Jonah needed. God then sent a worm to 
kill the plant and to take away the shade that Jonah had enjoyed, and finally, God sent a burning wind and heat 
to bring Jonah to the point of confrontation. It worked. Jonah snapped. The confrontation exposed the reality of 
Jonah’s outrageous selfishness and the sinfulness motives of his heart. Now Jonah wanted to die because a 
plant had died, taking away his shade from the place he wanted to sit in order to watch Nineveh die! God didn’t 
have to do any of this for Jonah, but He did because of His outrageous patience. God still confronts us today to 
expose sin in our hearts because He is still outrageously patient with us in His great love for us.
1. Jonah ignored God! He just walked off and found a place to pout. Have you ever done this when God was 

at work convicting your heart of sinful actions or motives in your life?
2. Jonah could not ignore God; however, because God is the God of creation, including the plants, sun, wind 

and even the worms. Do you believe that God is in control of even the smallest things in this world (a 



worm!) and that He can use anything to work in anyone’s life? How should this affect your prayer for 
others?

3. God took action to confront Jonah’s sinfulness. First, God sent Jonah a blessing, and then He took it away, 
which triggered Jonah’s response. Have you ever experienced God’s confrontation that takes a blessing 
away in order to grab your attention in life? Have you seen a situation like this happen in someone else's 
life? Why is this so important, and what does this show us about the character of God?

4. Jonah argued with God, and in his mind, he felt justified in his anger over the plant. What blinds us in the 
heat of the moment to the reality of how ridiculous our sinful anger and selfish is at times in our lives? How 
can we guard against this in our lives?

With outrageous patience, God corrects sinful motives in your heart through His Word (10-11)
God’s confrontation of Jonah led to a moment of correction in Jonah’s life. With the convicting question 

on Jonah’s heart and the confronting situation that exposed Jonah’s selfishness on the table, God was finally 
ready for the real teaching moment in Jonah’s life. God could finally open Jonah’s eyes to the selfless and 
sinless motives of God’s heart. The reality was that Jonah had no right to be mad about a plant that he didn’t 
create and that only lived for a day, but he was. God on the other hand, was the God of creation and the one 
who gives life. God had created the people of Nineveh, and He knew them eternally. God had every right to 
care about the people that He created and to pursue them with patient love, salvation, and grace. In this 
moment, God corrected the sinful motives of Jonah’s heart through the powerful truth of His Word. There was 
no response because there was only one response that was logical and acceptable, which was that God was 
right and Jonah was wrong. God’s Word corrected what was wrong in Jonah’s heart, and His Word still does 
this wonderful work of correction in our hearts today!
1. God’s Word was simple and true. There was no room for arguing, and His Word revealed what was wrong 

in Jonah’s heart. Why was His Word at this point in Jonah’s life so powerful? What does this tell us about 
how God patiently works in the lives of people today?

2. Discuss what it means that God is eternal and that He is all-knowing. How does this impact our 
understanding of His patience? Why is it that people sometimes don’t understand God's patience?

3. What does Jonah 4:10-11 teach us about the importance and power of God’s Word?
4. Pray for our faith family and for our community that God’s patience would be at work to question, confront, 

and correct sinful motives in hearts.


